'I can hear scratching when I'm lying in bed' mother living in rat-infested 'ghost estate'
January 3 2018

A mother living in a Co Wexford estate says her home is infested with rats and the "constant
scratching" noises leave her son lying awake at night.
Aoife, who lives in the house with her partner and nine-year-old son, told RTÉ Radio 1's Liveline about
their "horrific" experience.
Their home is one of nine houses built in an estate in Enniscorthy during the boom and they have had a
constant problem with rats in the attic over the past few months.
"Where I live, there are eight houses alongside me but they are all unoccupied... money went wrong
and these houses were never finished. There are openings coming in from those houses straight into
mine, and we believe that's how the rats are getting in," she said.
Aoife's son suffers from ADHD and aspergers and she said that the rat infestation has left him lying
awake at night crying.

"He hears these noises in the attic and he starts crying. I've tried explaining to him hundreds of times
that they're only rats in the attic, they can't get down to us," she said.
"When we found the problem the first time, we got a funny smell in the house and it went on for days
and days and it actually smelled like something was dead.
"So my partner went up into the attic and went through the insulation and there was ten of them dead...
They also ate the wires going into my boiler and I had to replace all that. When you're lying in bed, you
can hear the scratching."
She said the county council have been very cooperative and are trying to rectify the issue.
"It's such a shame as it's a lovely estate. I've been told I'm not going to get rid of the rats until those
houses are finished or gone."

